
Sentence-Phrase- 
Word

Visible Thinking Routine 
"The power of this routine lies in the discussion."



What Type of Thinking Do You Want Your 
Students to Do

Sentence-Phrase-Word is a routine for digging deeper 
into ideas. 





Used for a variety of 
purposes:

• Making meaning from text 

• Getting to the heart of a story or topic; what lies 
under the surface  

• Determining common themes 

• A catalyst for discussion 

• Helping students find their own voice



Lower Grades
Making meaning of complex text 

Finding big ideas  
Collaboratively building understanding 

Formative assessment



Upper Grades
• Discussion launch for issues 

with multiple perspectives in  
"Time For Kids", Social 
Studies text 

• Unit Launch 

• Blogging 

• Finding important detail such 
as character traits 

• Collaboratively build 
understanding







Things to consider:
• All three components do not need to 

be used 

• Order of components can be 
changed  

• Ask students to explain what makes 
them say that after choosing 

• Use thinking to: launch a discussion, 
formatively assess comprehension 

• Pay attention to what does not come 
up 

• Consider doing in large group/small 
group discussion to make thinking 
visible and build understanding 



- Ron Ritchhart, Mark Church, Karin Morrison

"The power of this routine lies in the discussion.  
It is a rich catalyst for discussion. "


